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InlandWater  Only. 
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1901. 

1891. 

1901. 

48 

3,859  '  5 

1,467 

1,615 

7,610 
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Under  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  the  old 
Parish  of  Sevenoaks  has  been  divided  into  three,  viz.,  Sevenoaks, 
Sevenoaks  Weald,  and  Riverhead. 

Sevenoaks  Urban  District  includes  Hartsland. 

The  Local  Government  Board  Order  for  the  formation  of  the  three 
Parishes  was  dated  September  24th,  1894.  The  present  Sevenoaks  Parish 
comprises  the  area  of  the  Urban  District. 

The  Population  of  Sevenoaks,  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1909,  was 
8,539,  showing  an  increase  of  433  since  the  census  of  1901,  and  of  34 
on  the  estimated  population  of  1908. 

The  number  of  registered  births  amounted  to  161,  including  64  of 
males  and  97  of  females,  giving  a  birth-rate  of  18'8  per  1,000  of 
population,  as  compared  with  18  9  in  1908,  and  17  7  in  1907. 

Seventy-six  deaths  were  returned,  including  36  of  males  and  40  of 
females.  To  these  must  be  added  7  deaths  of  residents  which  took  place 
beyond  the  District,  viz.,  in  the  Sevenoaks  Union  Workhouse,  making  a 
nett  total  of  83  deaths. 

The  Death-rate  was  9.7  per  1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with 
11-5  in  1908  and  11 '8  in  1907. 

The  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  include  Small-pox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping-cough,  Fever  (Typhus,  Enteric  or 
Typhoid  Fever,  and  Pyrexia  of  uncertain  origin),  and  Diarrhoea. 
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None  of  the  total  83  deaths  were  attributed  to  any  of  these  diseases, 
and  consequently  t he  Epidemic  Disease  death-rate  was  nil  as  compared 
with  0'35  in  1908,  and  0  71  in  1907  ;  this  is  of  course  quite  a  unique  and 
highly  satisfactory  record. 

The  Infant  Mortality,  /.t\,  the  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age  per  1,000  registered  births  was  74,  as  against  99  in  the 
previous  year  and  53  in  1907. 

During  the  year  1909  the  Birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales,  taken 

as  a  whole,  was  2 56  per  1000  of  the  population,  which  is  0  9  per  1,000 
below  the  rate  in  1908,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on 
record. 

The  Death-rate  in  1909  was  14  5  per  1,000,  which  was  0  2  per  1,000 
below  the  rate  in  1908,  and  lower  than  the  rate  in  any  other  year  on 
record. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  1,000 
registered  births  was  109,  which  is  11  per  1,000  below  the  rate  in  1908. 
The  rate  in  1909  was  lower  than  in  any  other  year  on  record. 

The  epidemic  disease  death-rate  was  1.12  per  1,000  living,  against 
1  *77,  128,  and  134  respectively  in  the  three  preceding  years. 

The  vital  statistics  for  this  District  continue  to  be  satisfactory,  and 
compare  very  favourably  with  those  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales, 
the  general  death-rate,  the  epidemic  disease  death-rate,  and  the  infant 
mortality  being  respectively  4  8,  112,  and  35  below  the  corresponding 
rates  for  the  country  generally. 


Death-rate. 

Epidemic 

Disease 

Death-rate. 

Infant 

Mortality. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

14*5 

112 

109 

Sevenoaks  Urban  . 

9*7 

Nil. 

74 

4-8 

112 

35 

The  Birth-rate  for  the  District  is  6  8  lower  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  number  of  births  in  1909  (161)  was  exactly  the  same 
as  in  1908,  and  1  think,  considering  that  the  District  is  to  a  great  extent 
a  residential  one,  the  birth-rate  may,  on  comparison  with  other  similar 
towns,  be  regarded  as  fairly  satisfactory,  especially  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  births  during  the  year  exceeded  by  3  the  average  of 
the  last  10  years. 
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A.— NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Acts, 
1889  and  1899,  the  following  diseases  are  compulsorily  notifiable  in  the 
District,  viz.,  Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup, 
Erysipelas,  the  disease  known  as  Scarlet  Fever  or  Scarlatina,  and  the 
Fevers  known  by  any  of  the  following  names  : — Typhus,  Typhoid  or 
Enteric,  Relapsing,  Continued  and  Puerperal,  and  also  any  Infectious 
Disease  to  which  the  Acts  have  been  applied  in  manner  provided  by 
the  Acts. 

Twenty  non-fatal  cases  were  notified,  as  compared  with  17  in  the 
previous  year,  and  comprised  2  cases  of  Diphtheria,  14  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
3  of  Erysipelas,  and  1  of  Enteric  Fever. 

Small-pox.  It  is  again  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  that  the 
District  has  been  entirely  free  from  this  disease  throughout  the  year. 

Diphtheria.  Only  two  non-fatal  cases  were  reported,  as  against  3 
in  the  previous  year.  The  first  case,  a  boy  aged  5  years,  occurred  in 

Eardley  Road  in  January,  and  the  other,  that  of  a  girl  aged  6  years,  in 
March  at  Camden  Road. 

Both  patients  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Fourteen  non-fatal  cases  occurred,  compared  with 
8  in  the  previous  year,  and  were  notified  in  point  of  time  as  follows  : — 


January  . 

2 

cases 

February 

4 

March  ...  . 

1 

case 

April... 

1 

May  . . 

3 

cases 

October 

1 

case 

November  ... 

1 

December  ... 

1 

n 

14  cases 


Locally  5  cases  were  reported  from  High  Street,  2  each  from  Oak 
Lane  and  Bradbourne  Park  Road  respectively,  and  1  each  from  South 
Park,  St.  John’s  Hill,  Victoria  Road,  Dartford  Road,  and  Eardley  Road. 

The  following  shows  the  age  periods  at  which  the  cases  occurred. 

1- — 5  5 — 15  15 — 25 

i  years  years  years 


2  10  2  —  14  cases. 

Twelve  of  the  patients  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Erysipelas.  Three  non-fatal  cases  were  reported,  as  against  4  in 
1908.  They  occurred  one  in  each  of  the  months  of  February,  November, 
and  December,  at  Bethel  Road,  Cobden  Road,  and  St.  John’s  Road. 

Two  of  the  patients  were  adults  and  the  other  an  infant  5  weeks  of 

age. 
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Enteric  Fever.  One  non-fatal  ease  of  this  disease  occurred,  as 
compared  with  one  fatal  case  in  1908.  The  patient,  a  young  adult  male, 
was  notified  in  October  from  Hartsland  Road,  was  treated  at  home  and 
made  a  good  recovery.  The  origin  of  the  disease  was  unknown,  but 
certainly  did  not  arise  from  any  local  insanitary  conditions. 

Puerperal  Fever.  I  am  pleased  to  again  report  that  no  cases  of 
this  disease  have  occurred  throughout  the  year. 

Tuberculosis  in  all  its  forms  caused  7  deaths  during  the  year,  as 
compared  with  9  in  1908.  Of  these,  6  deaths  were  certilied  as  due  to 
Phthisis  (consumption  of  the  lungs)  the  same  number  as  in  1908.  The 
death-rate  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  was  0  81,  and  the  Phthisis 
death-rate  070  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  death-rate  in  this  District  from  all  forms  of  the  disease  in  1908 
was  106,  and  the  Phthisis  death-rate  0.70  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
as  compared  with  rates  of  1  58  and  111  for  England  and  Wales  in  that 
year.  The  comparative  figures  for  1909  for  the  country  generally  are  not 
yet  available. 

Phthisis  is  voluntarily  notifiable  in  the  District,  but  only  one  case 
was  notified  to  me  under  this  system.  This  case  terminated  fatally 
shortly  after  notification,  and  the  premises  were  disinfected. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  provide  for  the 
compulsory  notification  by  Medical  Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institutions, 
and  by  District  Poor  Law  Medical  Officers,  to  the  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  acting  for  Sanitary  Districts,  of  all  cases  of  Phthisis  occurring 
among  inmates  of  Poor  Law  Institutions,  and  also  among  poor  persons 
in  receipt  of  parish  relief  in  private  houses,  also  the  notification  by 
Superintending  Officers  of  Poor  Law  Institutions  to  Medical  Officers  of 
Health  of  the  District  of  any  person  leaving  an  Institution  who  has  been 
notified  as  suffering  from  Phthisis. 

Two  cases  were  so  brought  to  my  notice  during  the  year,  viz.,  of 
poor  persons  coming  to  reside  within  the  area  of  this  District. 

In  addition  to  the  card  system  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  I  have 
now  a  register  which  is  suitable  and  useful  for  keeping  records  of  these 
cases. 

I  advised  your  Council  to  procure  a  supply  of  each  of  the  following 
leaflets  and  posters  for  distribution  : — 

(a) .  A  card  “  Hints  for  Prevention.” 

(b) .  A  leaflet  of  “  Facts  and  Suggestions.” 

(< ).  An  illustrated  poster  regarding  consumption  (used  by  permission 
of  the  New  York  State  Department  of  Health). 

(</).  The  same  as  an  illustrated  card. 

(e).  The  same  as  an  illustrated  sheet. 

These  should  be  extremely  useful  in  bringing  home  to  a  patient  the 
precautions  which  should  be  observed  in  order  to  prevent  the  infection 
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of  other  members  of  the  family,  and  also  in  illustrating  to  healthy 
persons  those  conditions  which  tend  to  cause  the  disease. 

The  matter  was  still  receiving  the  attention  of  your  Committee  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 

In  cases  where  the  disease  is  not  voluntarily  notified,  or  does  not 
come  within  the  action  of  the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908,  and  the 
first  intimation  of  the  occurrence  of  the  disease  is  in  the  death  returns, 
disinfection  of  the  premises  is  also  offered  gratis,  and  usually  no  objection 
is  raised. 


B.— NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Influenza.  Two  deaths  resulted  from  this  disease,  1  in  March  at 
Greatness  Road,  and  1  in  April,  at  the  Union  Workhouse,  of  a  person 
belonging  to  this  district.  Both  patients  were  adult  males. 

No  deaths  resulted  from  Measles,  Whooping-Cough,  or  Diarrhoea. 
This  is  satisfactory,  as  deaths  from  these  diseases,  especially  the  last  two, 
often  tend  to  cause  an  appreciable  rise  in  both  the  epidemic  disease 
death-rate  and  in  the  infant  mortality  rate. 


HOSPITAL  ISOLATION. 

Fourteen  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  treated  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  were  admitted  as  follows  : — 


January  ...  2  cases  (1  Diphtheria,  1  Scarlet  Fever) 

February...  3  cases  (Scarlet  Fever) 

March .  2  cases  (1  Diphtheria,  1  Scarlet  Fever) 

April  .  1  case  (Scarlet  Fever) 

May .  3  cases  (Scarlet  Fever) 

October  ...  1  case  (Scarlet  Fever) 

November  1  case  (Scarlet  Fever) 

December  1  case  (Scarlet  Fever' 


Total  14  cases  (2  Diphtheria,  12  Scarlet  Fever) 


At  the  end  of  the  year  the  necessary  inside  painting  was  being 
done,  there  being  at  that  time  only  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
hospital. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  still  no  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  District,  but  Bye-laws  are  in  force. 

In  April,  an  application  was  received  to  register  premises  in  High 
Street  (formerly  a  public  house)  as  a  common  lodging  house,  and  I  w’as 
instructed  to  inspect  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises,  which  I  did 
and  reported  favourably  on  the  same.  Registration  has  not  been 
granted  but  it  has  been  used  as  a  lodging  house  for  some  time 
past. 

Inspections. — In  addition  to  visits  of  inspection  in  connection  with 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  I  have  made  numerous  inspections  of  the 
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River  Darenth,  and  made  other  visits  in  connection  with  t lie  alleged 
pollution  by  the  storm  water  from  the  district,  also  with  regard  to  the 
water  supply,  proposed  common  lodging  house,  cottages  in  bad  repair, 
premises  with  questionable  cellar  dwellings,  <5fcc. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — There  were  at  the  end  of 

the  year,  1 5  persons  on  the  Register,  viz.,  6  Cowkeepers,  4  Dairymen, 
and  5  Purveyors  of  Milk. 

The  premises  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  have  been  generally 
found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  any  small  defects  found  being 
remedied  on  request. 

The  Model  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  are  in  force, 
having  been  adopted  on  the  21st  June,  1904,  and  coming  into  force  on 
the  1st  August  following. 

Slaughter  Houses. — There  are  still  the  same  two  slaughter  houses 
registered,  one  of  which  is  used  by  two  butchers.  No  complaints  have 
been  received  during  the  year,  and  the  premises  have  been  frequently 
visited  and  found  to  be  well  kept. 

Bve-laws  for  the  regulation  of  slaughter  houses  have  been  in  force 
since  21st  January  1880. 

Factory  Workshop  Act,  1901. —  1  he  Register  at  the  end  of  the 

year  contained  entries  of  the  following  : — 

Factories: —  Engineers  and  Motor  Works 
Laundries  ... 

Breweries  ... 

Printers 
Builders 
Various 


Workshops: — Bakehouses... 

Other  trades  connected  with 
Foods  or  Drinks  ... 
Laundries  ... 

Other  trades  connected  with 
Clothing  ... 

Various 


Workplaces  : — Various 
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Mr.  Scothern,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  again  carried  out  the  work 
required  to  be  done  by  the  Local  Authority,  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner, 
especially  in  regard  to  insisting  on  correct  and  regular  lists  of  outworkers 
being  rendered  half-yearly  by  employers,  and  in  the  inspection  of  the 
rooms  of  the  outworkers’  premises. 


4 

2 

3 


12 

1 

19 


18 


40 

28 


100 
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Thirty-one  defects  have  been  found  and  remedied,  but  these  were 
not  of  a  serious  nature,  and  the  condition  of  all  the  premises  coming 
under  the  Act  is  generally  satisfactory. 

The  report  required  by  the  Secretary  of  State  is  appended. 

Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in 
force. 

Refuse  removal  is  still  carried  out  by  the  Council  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  horses  and  men  being  hired  for  the 
purpose.  Collections  are  made  weekly,  and  collection  sheets  are  kept 
showing  the  roads  which  have  been  visited,  and  this  makes  it  easy  for 
any  complaint  to  be  inquired  into. 

Sewage  disposal. — One  large  house  in  the  district,  at  which  a 
cesspool  was  in  use,  has  been  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  which 
passes  into  the  Darenth  Valley  Main  Sewer,  and  this  in  turn  joins  the 
West  Kent  Main  Sewer. 

There  are  a  few  cesspools  still  in  use  in  the  District,  which  are  in 
isolated  spots  where  it  is  impracticable  to  connect  with  the  sewer. 

The  Council  have  made  arrangements  for  the  emptying  of  these 
cesspools  as  required,  at  a  nominal  cost  to  owners,  just  sufficient  to  cover 
expenses,  and  this  method  has  been  found  to  work  very  well. 

Sandy  Lane,  St.  George’s  Road,  and  a  part  of  St.  James’  Road,  have 
been  taken  over  and  made  up  by  the  Council  during  the  year,  and  the 
storm  water  sewer  laid  down. 

The  Council  have  purchased,  for  the  sum  of  £150,  a  strip  of  land  at 
the  South  end  of  St.  James’  Road,  leading  into  Bradbourne  Road,  for  the 
purpose  of  widening.  The  work  has  been  carried  out  and  a  great 
improvement  made,  as  the  St.  James’  Road  was  previously  very  narrow 
from  the  point  where  St.  George’s  Road  joins  it  and  was  very  awkward 
for  traffic. 

Part  of  the  drainage  at  Lady  Boswell’s  Schools  was  found  to  be 
defective,  and  the  w.cs.  and  urinals  unsatisfactory,  and  during  the  Xmas 
holidays,  the  defective  drains  were  relaid  and  new  sanitary  arrangements 
and  flushing  tanks  put  in. 

Water  Supply. — According  to  your  instructions,  I  have  made 
bacteriological  examinations  of  the  public  supply  every  quarter,  and  have 
found  the  samples  taken  from  the  running  mains  to  be  of  uniformly 
excellent  quality. 

I  have  also  made  inspection  of  the  district  at  the  “  dead  ends  ”  of 
mains,  where  in  some  instances  stagnation  of  the  flow  apparently  took 
place  and  caused  a  deterioration  in  the  quality  of  the  water.  I  have 
made  over  50  partial  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples  from  “  dead 
ends,”  with  a  view  of  selecting  the  points  where  deterioration  has  taken 
place. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  co-operation  and  information  kindly 
supplied  to  Mr.  Scothern  and  myself  by  the  officials  of  the  Sevenoaks 
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Water  Company,  and  I  think  the  results  of  the  work  are  very  satisfactory 
as  mams  m  the  following  roads  have  been  connected  up  during  the  past 

year  and  thus  a  considerably  greater  circulation  in  the  water  How 
established  : — 


Argyle  Road  with 

Gordon  Road 
South  Park 
Tub’s  Hill  M 

Vine  Court  Road  „ 

Hartslands  Road  „ 

Amherst  Road  ,, 

Camden  Road 
Golding  Road 
Golding  Road 
St.  George’s  Road  ,, 

St.  James’  Road 


Granville  Road, 
Argyle  Road, 
Clarendon  Road. 
Oak  Hill  Road, 
Park  Lane, 
Bayham  Road, 

St.  John's  Road, 
St.  John’s  Road, 
St.  John’s  Road, 
St.  James’  Road. 
St.  James’  Road. 
Bradbourne  Road 


Also  the  water  main  from  the  Bat  and  Ball  to  St.  John’s  Church  was 
renewed,  the  2-inch  old  main  being  substituted'by  a  new  3-inch  main. 


At  Red  Brick  Row,  a  3-inch  main  was  also  put  in  the  place  of  a 
2-inch.  r 


School  Closures.  It  was  considered  necessary  to  advise  the  closure 
°  "ie  Sevenoaks  Council  School  (No.  316)  from  July  6th  to  July  16th 
and  the  Sevenoaks  Infants  Church  of  England  School,  from  November 
12th  to  December  3rd,  both  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  mumps 
amongst  the  scholars. 

...  J"  October  Memorandum  was  issued,  jointly  in  the  names  of  the 
Chief  Medical  Officers  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  the  Board 
of  Education,  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officers 
upon  Public  Health  Administration  tor  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of 
infectious  diseases  among  children  attending  public  elementary  Schools 
with  special  reference  to  the  circumstances  in  which  the  closure  of  the 
Schools,  or  the  exclusion  of  individual  scholars,  may  be  necessary. 

1  his  important  Memorandum  is  an  enlarged  and  revised  edition  of  a 
similar  one  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  in  January,  1908,  and 
is  div  ided  into  three  parts.  Part  1  deals  with  the  code  requirements  for 
School  closure  and  exclusion  of  scholars  ;  and  the  co-ordination  of  work 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of  the  School  Medical  Officer,  and 
of  other  School  Officers.  Part  2  recommends  principles  of  action  on  the 
occurrence  of  infectious  diseases  at  elementary  Schools,  and  Part  3  gives 
rules  for  action  in  respect  of  particular  diseases  and  rules  of  official 
procedure. 

It  is  evidently  desirable  that  working  arrangements  should  be 
satisfactorily  established  between  the  Public  Health  and  the  School 
Authoi  ities  it  the  best  results  are  to  be  obtained  in  prevention  of  the 

spre.id  of  infectious  disease  in  the  Schools  themselves  and  in  the  scholars’ 
houses. 
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Adoptive  Acts. — The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890, 
and  parts  2,  3,  4  and  5  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
have  been  in  force  in  the  District  since  June  1st,  1901. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 

Act. 

The  question  of  the  adoption  of  parts  of  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  still  under  consideration. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations. — In  addition  to  the  Bye-laws  with 
respect  to  common  Lodging  houses  and  Slaughter  houses,  and 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order  of  1885, 
which  I  have  previously  referred  to,  there  are  in  force  in  the  District  the 
following  : — 

Bye-laws  as  to  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements  ;  Removal  of 
House  Refuse  ;  and  Cleansing  of  Earth  Closets  Privies, 
Ashpits,  and  Cesspools. 

Ditto  as  to  Nuisances. 

Ditto  as  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

New  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  the  Drainage  of  Existing  Buildings 
were  adopted  by  the  Council  on  the  16th  November,  1909,  but  the  Local 
Government  Board’s  sanction  had  not  been  received  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Reports  during  year. — My  reports  to  your  Council  have  .included 
numerous  reports  on  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinations  of  samples 
of  water,  the  Water  Supply  re  dead  ends,  proposed  common  Lodging 
house,  Scarlet  Fever,  Phthisis,  Schools,  River  Darenth,  &c. 

Local  Government  Board  Inquiries. — An  application  has  been 
made  to  the  Local  Government  Board  to  sanction  a  loan  of  £3,000  for 
the  purpose  of  providing  for  the  part  cost  of  purchasing  the  site  for  a 
Public  Recreation  Ground,  in  Holly  Bush  Lane  (formerly  the  Grammar 
School  Playing  Fields). 

The  total  cost  of  the  scheme  is  estimated  at  £4,750,  half  of  which 
sum,  £2,375,  has  been  guaranteed  by  a  member  of  the  Council,  and  it  is 
for  the  other  half  and  an  additional  £625  for  fencing,  laying  out  grounds, 
and  other  incidental  expenses  that  the  loan  has  been  applied  for. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  resort  to  Legal  Proceedings  in  carrying 
out  the  public  health  work  during  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  District  was  practically  free  from 
infectious  disease  ;  only  6  cases  having  been  notified  during  the  last 
quarter,  and  two  of  these  were  cases  of  erysipelas. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector’s  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  him 
during  the  year,  the  statistical  tables  required  by  the  Local  Government 
Board,  and  the  table  provided  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  recording 
action  taken  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  are  appended. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


February  26th ,  1910. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 

February  15th,  1910. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Scvenoaks  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  place  before  you  my  Annual  Report  of  the  work 
carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  department  during  the  year  1909. 

Inspections. — 1409  visits  have  been  paid  to  premises  within  the 
District,  including,  Factories,  Workshops,  Bakehouses,  Cowsheds,  Dairies, 
Slaughter  houses,  Private  Dwellings,  &c.,  and  as  the  result  of  such  visits 
301  nuisances  were  detected  from  various  causes. 

Complaints. — 46  complaints  were  received  from  residents  of  alleged 
nuisances  existing,  inattention  of  the  dust  men,  ike.,  these  were  promptly 
investigated  and  action  taken  where  necessary  to  rectify  the  same. 

Notices  served. — It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  149  Preliminary, 
and  12  Statutory  notices  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  remedying 
defective  drains,  insanitary  dwellings,  &c. 

Houses  cleansed,  limewashed,  repaired,  &c. — 101  houses  were 
put  into  proper  repair  at  my  instigation,  as  follows  : — 

Houses  cleansed,  limewashed,  &c.  ...  ...  54 

,,  having  defective  roofs  and  shootings  ...  30 

,,  ,,  ,,  paving  and  floors  ...  17 


Total  101 

Accumulations. — 15  accumulations  of  manure  and  other  refuse  were 
detected,  the  removal  of  the  same  being  carried  out  by  those  persons 
responsible. 

Di  sinfection. — 104  rooms  and  their  contents  have  been  disinfected 
after  the  usual  notifiable  diseases,  and  after  cancer,  consumption,  measles, 
&c.,  the  elementary  Schools  were  also  disinfected  when  necessary  and 
the  caretakers  supplied  with  disinfectants. 

Infectious  Disease. — 20  infectious  cases  were  notified  during  the 
year,  of  this  number  14  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the 
others  being  properly  isolated  at  their  own  homes,  disinfection  was 
carried  out  immediately  after  removal  or  recovery. 

Drains. — 52  drains  were  found  to  be  in  a  defective  condition,  these 
were  reconstructed,  repaired,  or  cleansed  as  required,  the  drains  to  21 
premises  were  tested  by  the  hydraulic  or  other  tests,  usually  after  an 
infectious  disease. 

Insufficient  Water  Closets. — 59  water  closets  were  found  to  be 
insufficient,  no  water  being  on  for  flushing  purposes  owing  to  defective 
pipes  or  fittings. 

Defective  Water  Supply. —  15  leakages  of  water  were  detected 
in  domestic  supplies,  the  officials  of  the  Water  Company  being  at  once 
notified. 

Nuisances  from  Pigs,  Poultry,  Rabbits,  &c. — 16  nuisances  were 
caused  by  these  being  kept  in  an  insanitary  condition,  immediate  steps 
being  taken  for  their  improvement. 
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Receptacles  for  House  Refuse  provided. — 35  new  sanitary  dust 
bins  were  provided  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  property  at  my 
instigation,  16  of  these  in  place  of  defective  ashpits. 

Dust  Collection. — As  in  former  years  the  usual  collection  of  house 
refuse  has  been  carried  out  during  the  year,  1794  loads  having  been 
removed  and  deposited  at  the  tip  in  Otford  Road,  all  complaints  received 
were  at  once  investigated. 

Overcrowding. — 4  cases  of  overcrowding  were  detected,  prompt 
action  being  taken  for  the  abatement  of  the  same. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
following  were  upon  the  register  under  this  Act,  Factories,  18  ;  Workshops 
(including  domestic  workshops)  88  ;  Bakehouses,  12  ;  275  visits  have 
been  paid  to  these  places,  39  defects  being  detected  from  various  causes, 
and  26  notices  served,  circular  letters  were  also  sent  to  the  occupiers  of 
bakehouses  under  sec.  99,  and  the  employers  of  outworkers,  under  sec. 
107,  twice  during  the  year  requesting  them  to  carry  out  the  requirements 
of  the  Act  connected  with  their  respective  trades. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops. — We  have  now  upon  the 
register  under  these  regulations,  6  Cowkeepers,  4  Dairymen,  and  5 
Purveyors,  frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  premises  within  the 
District,  and  action  taken  immediately  for  the  remedying  of  any  defect, 
a  preliminary  test  has  also  been  applied  to  various  samples  of  milk,  the 
Dairymen  and  Cowkeepers  have  also  been  supplied  with  a  copy  of  the 
regulations. 

Slaughter  Houses. — Frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  the  two 
registered  Slaughter  houses  within  the  district,  particular  attention  being 
paid  to  the  removal  of  offal,  meat  inspection,  and  cleansing  of  the 


premises. 

SUMMARY. 

Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1409 

Nuisances  detected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  301 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

Notices  served  (preliminary)  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

,,  „  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Houses  cleansed,  limewashed,  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  101 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

Infectious  diseases  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Drains  repaired,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

,,  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

*  Insufficient  W.Cs.  detected  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Defective  water  supplies...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Nuisances  from  poultry,  rabbits,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  16 

Receptacles  for  house  refuse  provided  ...  ...  ...  35 

Loads  of  refuse  collected  ...  ...  ...  ...  1794 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Bakehouses...  ...  ...  118 

Cowkeepers,  Dairymen  and  Purveyors...  ...  ...  15 


I  am,  Gentlemen,  Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  SCOTHERN,  C.R.S.I.,  R.P.C., 
Sanitary  Inspector. 


TABLE  I 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous 
years,  in  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  District. 


NOTE.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the  whole 
of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the 
district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in 
Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

Area  of  district  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  3,254. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  8,106  1 

Number  of  inhabited  houses,  1,615  At  Census  of  1901. 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5  j 


TABLE  I  (continued). 


I. 

ii. 

Institutions  within  the 

Institutions  outside  the 

District  receiving  sick  and 

District  receiving  sick  and  ; 

infirm  persons  from  out- 

infirm  persons  from  the 

side  the  District. 

District. 

Union  Workhouse  (in 

* 

Sevenoaks  Rural 
District) 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the  deaths  in 
which  have  been  distributed 
among  the  several  localities  in 
the  District. 


Is  the  Union  Workhouse  within  the  District  ?  No. 


TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909, 
in  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  District. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  Whole  District. 

No.  of  Cases  removed 
to  Hospital. 

At  all 
ages. 

At  Ages- 

— Years. 

Under  1 

1-5 

5-15 

15-25 

25-65 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Diphtheria  (including 

Membranous  Croup) 

2 

... 

2 

2 

Erysipelas . 

3 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

14 

2 

10 

2 

12 

Enteric  Fever  . 

1 

1 

,  Phthisis — Voluntary 

1 

1 

„  Poor  Law  Cases 

2 

2 

Totals.. 

23 

i 

2 

12 

3 

5 

14 

Isolation  Hospital,  Oak  Lane,  Sevenoaks. 

Available  Beds,  12.  No.  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  3. 


SCHEDULE  B. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death,  during  the  Year  1909,  in  the 

Sevenoaks  Urban  District. 


Deaths  in 

Whole  District  at  Subjoined  Ages. 

Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

1  and 
under 

5 

5  and 
under 
15 

15  and 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

H5 

65  and 
up¬ 
wards 

Non-Residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 

Epidemic  Influenza  . 

2 

1 

i 

Croup  . 

1 

1 

Enteritis  . 

1 

1 

Other  Septic  Diseases . 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs  ... 

6 

2 

1 

3 

Other  forms  of  Tuber¬ 
culosis . 

1 

1 

Cancer  . 

13 

6 

7 

Premature  Birth  . 

8 

8 

Developmental  Diseases  .. 

2 

2 

Old  Age  . 

7 

7 

Meningitis  . 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

Inflammation  &  Softening 
of  Brain . 

1 

... 

i 

Organic  Diseases  of  Heart 

2 

1 

i 

Chronic  Bronchitis  . 

4 

1 

3 

Lobular  (Broncho-) 

Pneumonia  . 

2 

1 

1 

Diseases  of  Stomach  . 

2 

2 

Deaths  by  Accident  or 
Negligence  . 

1 

1 

All  other  causes  . 

27 

3 

1 

1 

8 

14 

All  causes . 

83 

12 

5 

7 

2 

20 

3, 

... 

Sevenoaks  Urban  District. — Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909.  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in 

Weeks  and  Mouths  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Total 

Deaths 

under 

1  Year 
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Cause  of  Death. 

1 

f  Certified  . 

All  Causes  j  Uncertified  . 

1 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  Gastro-enteritis  . 

Premature  Birth . 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus . 

Other  Causes  . 

Births  in  the  year:  Legitimate,  157;  illegitimate,  4.  Deaths  in  the  year:  Legitimate  infants,  12;  illegitimate  infants, 
Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  8,539.  Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  ages,  83. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and  Homework 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices.  Prosecutions 

Factories . 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

53 

4 

Workshops . 

207 

20 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this  Report). 

15 

2 

Total . 

275 

26 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 
Prosecu¬ 
tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  . 

7 

7 

Want  of  Ventilation  . 

1 

1 

Overcrowding  . 

1 

1 

... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors . 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances  . 

9 

9 

t  Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient . 

6 

6 

1 

Unsuitable  or  defective . 

2 

2 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require- 

ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.97  to  100) 

3 

3 

... 

... 

Total . 

31 

31 

1 

... 

t  Sect.  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted. 
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